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* A jest's prosperity lies in the year

Of him that heas it, never in the tongue
Of him that makes 1t ; then, if sickly ears,
Deafed with the clamours of their own

dear groans,
Will hear your idle scorns, continue them,

But 1f they will not, thiow away that spirit.”

Shakespeare:—Love's Labour's Lost.
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“This nicely printed volume contains a féﬁ('réésays
which are serious, others which are serio comie,” others
again which are frankly humorous; and social skats,
apopthegms in the manner of Rochefoucauld, satirical
discouises on the methods of philological and geientifie
research have been thrown into the mixturs to make the
whole a curious but delightful hteraiy olla padmda,
which 1s just the thing to look for when one has to while
away an 1dle hour whether alone or 1n company.....esens
The first essay on ¢ The Bulloek-Cait’ seems to us to be
the hest of the whole collection and recalls m its finest
passages the writings of Charles Lamb and Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes..... ....To Professor Banerjee belongs
the credit of showing how subjects like the history of
Enghsh Iateratare and Philology can easmly lend thern-

selves to comic treatment and be made to yield mirth
galore.

One 138 however apt to mse from their perusal ¢ with
langhter holding both his sides,’ but with the question
on s hps—Cu1 Bono? This question bag been answers
ed 1 anticipation by the author who m his title page
approvingly quotes the Sansknrt Poet who says that
witty sayings should not be taken too seriously, On the

whole the book dcserves a place all by 1itself in a corner
of our book-shelves,”’—

Modern Review M arch, 1911
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